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Academic Prof. Dr. Smail Čekić

RESULTS OF THE RESEARCH BY THE COMMISSION AND THE WORKING GROUP (OF THE REPUBLIKA SRPSKA GOVERNMENT) RELATED T THE EVENT IN AND AROUND SREBRENICA IN 10-19 JULY 1995
The Republika Srpska Government has on several occasions, successively, analyzed the events in and around the UN Safe area Srebrenica from July 1995. This Government analyzed this problem in 2004 and 2005 with a particular attention. To implement this research, the Republika Srpska Government established a Commission for the research of events in and around Srebrenica in 10 – 19 July 1995 and the Working group for the enforcement of conclusions arising from Final Report of the Srebrenica Commission.

In relation to planning, preparation, and the implementation of the research, I had in my capacity of a scholar – researcher, status of a member and one of the Vice presidents in the Commission and a Working group member.

Commission for the research of events in and around Srebrenica in 10 – 19 July 1995 was established on 15 December 2003 by the Republika Srpska Government. Commission was made of 7 members, of which the Republika Srpska Government appointed 5 members – Serbs, while the High Representative for Bosnia and Herzegovina (OHR), Paddy Ashdown, appointed two: Gordon Bacon, as a representative of International Community, and Prof. Dr. Smail Čekić, as a representative of the community of surviving genocide victims.

Establishment of the Commission was “motivated by the Republika Srpska obligation to respond to the Decision of the Human Rights Chamber at the Constitutional Court of Bosnia and Herzegovina dated 3 March 2003”, related to 49 applications “filed by the closest relatives of the missing persons from the events in and around Srebrenica in 10 – 19 July 1995, who still do not have any reliable information about their fate until the present day”. Namely, the Chamber ordered the Republika Srpska to “urgently” disclose all available information, “related to the fate and the whereabouts of the missing persons”, disclose “all pieces of information related to the location of individual, mass, primary and secondary graves of the victims of the Srebrenica events, which have not been disclosed earlier” and in addition to this “conduct a full, comprehensive, thorough and detailed investigation with a view to ... making known to family members and the general public, the role of the Republika Srpska in the massacre in Srebrenica in July 1995, its subsequent attempts to conceal these facts, information about the fate and whereabouts of the missing persons from the Srebrenica events in July 1995.” Human Rights Chamber and OHR assessed as unsatisfactory the previous reports prepared by the Republika Srpska Government in relation to the Decision of Chamber dated 3 March 2003, particularly the Report from September 2003,
 which, among other things, listed the number of 2,000 victims, of which 200 civilians and 1,800 combatants.

The competence of the Commission was to, “by acting in a transparent manner in relation to general public, having all the powers, undertake all investigative and other actions aimed at establishment of the full truth surrounding events in and around Srebrenica in the period from 10 to 19 July 1005, and accomplishment of permanent peace and building trust in Bosnia and Herzegovina.”

“The most important matters in relation to which the Commission had to collect relevant evidence were: investigate these crimes, their extent, who ordered them, and who carried them out. Among other things, it was necessary to collect necessary information about various matters related to these events: taking-over of Srebrenica, attempt to evacuate population, humanitarian crisis, situation in Potočari, situation in the mixed column, identifying the fate and whereabouts of the missing persons, disclosing information about new locations of individual and mass graves, identification of victims, including other events of relevance for the work of the Commission.”

“One of the priorities of the work of the Commission was to produce the list of missing persons in course of the events in Srebrenica in the period from 10 to 19 July 1995, with the emphasis on the establishment of the fate of persons listed in the Human Rights Chamber Decision dated 3 March 2003.”

The work of the Commission, as of its establishment, was followed by ample problems, obstructions, and difficulties.

The results of the research done by the Commission are of the historic importance from the position of establishment of the truth, being important valuing category and principle in the research of crimes against humanity and international law:
- first, Commission collected relevant documentation of different provenience, without which it is not possible to make a valid and complete reconstruction of the committed genocide. Within the documentation, a special place is intended for the original Regular combat report by the Headquarters of the Republika Srpska Army dated 1 July to 31 August 1995, not previously made public;
- second, Commission made the reconstruction of events in and around Srebrenica in 10 – 19 July 1995, and thus, based on its own studies, had a chance to make a comprehensive analysis of the events, based on which it found out:

- in the period 10 – 19 July 1995 “several thousand Bosniacs were executed, in a way which constitutes grave violation of international humanitarian law”, including genocide (“Commission took over the historic context and state of facts from the Judgment ’Prosecutor versus Radislav Krstić’, in which the indictee was sentenced by the ICTY Appellate Chamber for 'aiding and abetting genocide ' committed in Srebrenica”)

- it reconstructed and established the participation of military and police units in genocide, including the special unit of the Republika Srpska Ministry of Interior (just as an illustration, on 13 July 1995, “in morning hours in the greater territory of the village of Pobuđe, between road communications Bratunac-Konjević Polje-Nova Kasaba, around 8,000 people were blocked. During the day, on 13 July, around 17:30 hours, at least 6,000 men were captured, who were distributed in several locations ... In the area of responsibility of 1st Zvornik Brigade, on 15 July 1995, there were big problems with the burials, shooting, and keeping the prisoners, ’who were about to be executed’. Dragan Obrenović knew that this was the operation of killing, and other officers were taking people ’where they wanted to’. At the same time, they did not register anything that pertained to the activity ’related to the operation of killing’, while giving instructions not to talk about it over the radio stations”...);
- it found out that the perpetrator “took measures to conceal the crime by relocation of bodies”;

- “it detected 32 new – until then unknown locations of mass graves, of which 4 were primary ones. Information about those graves were submitted exclusively by the sources from the Republika Srpska (Government bodies and witnesses in the field) and they were for the first obtained in this way”. Based on such information, Federation Commission for Missing Persons carried out the digging in three locations, of which two pertained to Srebrenica. In Sandići, for example, 17 bodies of genocide victims were exhumed from the primary grave;

The Commission established the number, based on numerous sources, and identity of victims – 8,742 persons (for 7,108 names “dates of disappearance or death are within the period 10 – 19 July 1995, including the 10th and 19th July 1995”, for 698 names “at least one date of disappearance is outside period 10 – 19 July, while this date is still within July 1995”, and 936 persons, for who “at least one of the dates of disappearance is within the period in subject, from 10 to 19 July 1995, while others are outside July 1995”).

For the purpose of establishment of the number and identity of victims, the Commission designed the database, to which more than 150,000 names were entered. Out of these records, it was found out that 13,569 different names appear in the sources. A certain number of double entries was also stated, as well as persons who were listed as missing, but they did not fall under the competence of the Commission, what was presented in comparative lists.

The Republika Srpska Government accepted, in their entirety, the reports of the Commission for Srebrenica and all its recommendations, by which the Republika Srpska acknowledged (“.... Acceptance and facing with the fact that some members of Serb people committed a crime in Srebrenica in July 1995...”) its responsibility for planning and intentional execution of Bosniacs. The Republika Srpska Government submitted those reports to the Commission for Human Rights at the BiH Constitutional Court, High Representative, Paddy Ashdown, and the Republika Srpska president.

Having analyzed the reports of the Commission for Srebrenica, the Commission for Human Rights accepted them and assessed positively, and moreover stated that this was “a document of historic importance, beneficial for future generations.”

The Republika Srpska president, Dragan Čavić, following the publication of the first report of the Commission for Srebrenica (11 July 2004), in his public television appearance, by invoking the findings of the Commission, on behalf of the Republika Srpska leadership, informed the public about the extent of crimes and he publicly apologized and acknowledged the committed crimes.
 OHR commended the Commission for Srebrenica for its work.

The Republika Srpska Government, in line with the recommendations of the Commission for Srebrenica (particularly the recommendation based on which, “the authorities need to examine the engagement of persons employed within state authorities, institutions, and public services, suspected of war crimes”) and requests of the High Representative, Paddy Ashdown (letters dated 16 December 2004 and 7 January 2005) continued to research the events in and around Srebrenica in 10 – 19 July 1995. On 22 January, the Government established the Working group for the enforcement of conclusions arising from Final report of the Commission for Srebrenica, defined its composition and mission, as well as deadline for the implementation.

I had a very active, important, and distinguished role in the research of this Working group, as its member (Working group consisted of 7 members, of which 6 were Serbs), and as the Chair of Investigating Subgroup.
The mission of the Working group was to “based on the Report /of the Commission for Srebrenica – note by S. Č./ and its annexes, reviews, analyzes, and registers all data on persons mentioned in it, particularly those employed in the security structures of the Republika Srpska and Bosnia and Herzegovina (The Republika Srpska Army, RS Ministry of Defense, BiH Ministry of Defense, BiH Ministry of Security, Intelligence Agency – OSA, State Investigation and Protection Agency – SIPA, and State Border Service – DGS”.

The Working group, just like the Commission for Srebrenica, achieved remarkable results:

· First, it established the number and identity of “members/participants in these events in and around Srebrenica in 10 – 19 July 1995”, that is, members/participants who committed the crime of genocide. The number exceeded 25,000 persons, including “those persons who were personally responsible for specific events in and around Srebrenica, including those who had issued orders and direct perpetrators”;
· second, it established the structure of members/participants in the commission of crimes, in which, in addition to members of the Republika Srpska Army and the Republika Srpska Ministry of Interior, the units of the Yugoslav Army participated as well, then units of the Republic of Serbia Ministry of Interior (“Scorpions”, under the command of Slobodan Medić, and others, including members of the State Security Service under the command of Vasilij Mijović), mixed company of the joint forces of the Ministries of Interior of “Republika Serbian Krajina” /from Croatia/, “Republika Srpska”, and the Republic of Serbia, then other units from Serbia and volunteers, particularly from Greece, etc.

· third, it established the number of persons who were, in March 2005, on leading positions within the authorities of Bosnia and Herzegovina, entities, and municipalities (SIPA, OSA, DGS, Bosnia and Herzegovina Ministry of Defense, the Republika Srpska Ministry of Defense, the Republika Srpska Ministry of Interior, Judicial police, Misdemeanor courts, municipalities, etc.), who took part in the events in and around Srebrenica in 10 – 19 July 1995. The number is 892 persons.
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