
      

  
 

May 13, 2012 

 

Letter on behalf of the Institute for Research Genocide, Canada (IGC), Congress of North 

American Bosniaks (CNAB), umbrella organization representing the interests of Bosnian 

American and Bosnian Canadian citizens,  the Advisory Council for Bosnia and 

Herzegovina (ACBH), a non for profit organization in Washington D.C. that advocates for 

a united, multiethnic and democratic Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH), Bosnian American 

Genocide Institute and Education Center (BAGI), Council of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Organizations in Australia (ACBHO), the Institute for Research of Crimes Against 

Humanity and International Law, Bosnia and Herzegovina, the Bosniak Cultural 

Association, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and the Society for Threatened Peoples, Germany 

Dear San Jose Peace and Justice Center Board members, 

We, the undersigned, are writing to you on behalf of survivors of the genocide and aggression 

that took place in Bosnia and Herzegovina (BiH) in the early 1990’s, thousands of Bosnian 

Americans who live in California, and 350,000 Bosnians who live in United States and Canada, 

to express our disappointment with the San Jose Peace and Justice Centre’s refusal to cancel 

Michael Parenti’s lecture scheduled for Thursday, May 31 2012.  Although Mr. Parenti denies 

that the genocide in Bosnia and Herzegovina occurred along with the aggression and systematic 

rapes of tens of thousands of civilians, the Peace and Justice Centre continues to ignore the pain 

and suffering that Parenti’s views have caused.  It is our understanding that you have decided to 

support your original decision even after you met with the survivors of the genocide and war 

crimes from Bosnian community in California and heard their plea to cancel Mr. Parenti’s 

appearance at the event.  Your decision to continue to provide a platform for Mr. Parenti's views 

is incomprehensible and causes an enormous anguish, pain and suffering to the survivors of 

genocide that took place in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The decision you have made is deeply 

unjust.  

With freedom of speech comes a great responsibility. It is incomprehensible that the San Jose 

Center for Peace and Justice would provide the platform to a known genocide denier, and thus 

implicitly supporting his extreme views that offend many genocide survivors.  With this letter we 

once again ask you to reconsider your decisions for the sake of all the survivors, those who have 

been raped, tortured, murdered and persecuted, and their families. 

Sincerely, 

 

Professor Emir Ramic 
Director, Institute for Research Genocide, Canada 



               
 

  

Haris Alibasic, MPA 
President, Congress of North American Bosniaks (CNAB) 

  

Ajla Delkic, M.A. 
Executive Director, Advisory Council for Bosnia and Herzegovina (ACBH) 

  

Professor Dr. Smail Cekic 
Director, Institute for Research of Crimes Against Humanity and International Law, University 

of Sarajevo 

  

Professor Dr. Senadin Lavic 
President, Bosniak Cultural Association, Sarajevo 

  

Sanja Seferovic-Drnovsek J.D, MEd 
Director, Bosnian American Genocide Institute and Education Center 

 

Elvis Keranovic 

Australian Council of BiH Organisations 

 

Tilman Zülch 

Secretary General of the Society for Threatened Peoples, Germany 
 


