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06 June, 2013

North American Bosniaks are disappointed by the decision of the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia to acquit the former head of the State Security Service of Serbia and his assistant Frank Simatovic-Frenki

The Congress of North American Bosniaks and the Institute for Research of Genocide Canada are disappointed by the decision of the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia to acquit the former head of the State Security Service of Serbia and his assistant Frank Simatovic-Frenki. The court ruled that there was insufficient evidence that the accused knowingly participated in a joint criminal enterprise with the intention of forceful expulsion of non-Serbs from the territory of "Serbian Autonomous Regions (SAO) Krajina, Slavonia, Baranja, and Western Srem and in Bosnian municipalities of Bijeljina, Bosanski Samac, Doboj , Sanski Most, Zvornik, and others,  even thoughit was confirmed that their units participated in these crimes.

This judgment humiliates the victims of aggression and genocide in Bosnia and Herzegovina, and it is an insult to peace, truth and justice. It is illogical that the heads of units responsible for the planned proven criminal actions had no knowledge of these systematic plans.  ICTY is also sending a mixed message by sentencing six other Croatian leaders in the judgment which proved Croatian aggression on Bosnia and Herzegovina.   They seem to be consciously balancing the responsibility among the aggressors for their crimes against Bosnia and Herzegovina. Truth, justice, and reconciliation should not be based the balance of the crime of aggression and genocide, but only the truth about the crime, and justice for the victims of these crimes.

The judgment did, however, confirm the role of the unit of the Service to security of Serbia,  which along with many previous decisions, starting with the process of Tadic in 1998, proved  the existence of a joint criminal enterprise  between Serbia  and the Serbian autonomous regions, and the so called Republika Srpska. Similarly, taking into account the correct verdict for a joint criminal enterprise against Croatia and the so-called Croat Republic of Herceg Bosna, in which the development of this entity as a convicted criminal act of illegal secession from Bosnia and Herzegovina, the question is why the same logic is not applied in relation to the creation of the so-called entity Republika Srpska and why Serbia was never formally found guilty of aggression? As for the fate of the Republika Srpska entity, we should apply the judgment of the International Court of Justice in the process of Bosnia and Herzegovina against Serbia for genocide, which clearly specifies the responsibility of the military and police leadership of small entities for the genocide.

This latest judgment cannot change the history or character of the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina. The court records will remain and show that they were accused and connected in the communication between the participants in the criminal enterprise. Therefore, we ask that in the secondary appeal process , the Court must not forget that the accused also commanded the notorious "Scorpions" who brutally executed Srebrenica civilians while capturing the entire crime on video.
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