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UNIVERSITY OF SARAJEVO
Institute for the Research of Crime against
Humanity and International Law
S A R A J E V O

Sarajevo, 27 June 2013
In reference to the “DECLARATION ON THE CAUSES, CHARACTER, AND CONSEQUENCES OF THE TRAGIC ARMED CONFLICT IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA IN THE PERIOD 1992-1995” adopted by the National Assembly of Republika Srpska on 27 June 2013, the Institute for the Research of Crimes against Humanity and International Law of the Sarajevo University issues a
P   R   E   S   S      R   E   L   E   A   S   E
National Assembly of Republika Srpska has adopted a political document – Declaration “on causes, character, and consequences of the tragic armed conflict in Bosnia and Herzegovina in the period 1992-1995”. The wording of the Declaration, containing 13 points, does not consider the causes and consequences of the “tragic armed conflict”, as stated in the title of the document, but rather, it intentionally, purposely and tendentiously, based on its (National Assembly) and those “scientific, professional and historic criteria and standards” known to it, assesses the character of the war, which was a “civil war” according to the Assembly “with a high degree of involvement of international factors”.
Trying by all means and in possible ways to get rid of this heavy burden – human, social and historic – “numerous forms of satanization of the Serbian people”, serving, according to the National Assembly as the basis for “negative qualifications of certain events”, “especially those in reference to the violation of international war and humanitarian law and the attitude towards the causes, character, and the consequences of the war conflict”, the National Assembly qualified the international armed conflict, such as the aggression of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia (Serbia and Montenegro) and the Republic of Croatia against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina as civil war, in whose interests and on whose behalf (on behalf of the state aggressor, invading forces), were established and then acted (their respective) pseudo-state creations and collaborationist bodies (Republika Srpska of Bosnia and Herzegovina/Republika Srpska, Croatian Community/Republic of Herzeg-Bosnia, and Autonomous Province/Republic of Western Bosnia), whereby it so senselessly and indecently, among other things, pursues the deepest concealing of the truth and forging of historic facts, deceiving primarily the Serbian people, including the entire national and international pubic.

We shall no engage on this occasion in the elaboration of the contents of the statements, assessments, demands, and huge factual errors of the National Assembly of Republika Srpska, directed to certain subjects in Bosnia and Herzegovina and international community, including the UN General Assembly, but we wish rather to focus your attention to conscious and intentional omission of the observation and consideration of the matters of causes and consequences of the “tragic armed conflict” in Bosnia and Herzegovina, imposed by the mere title of this political document.

In order to clarify the causes of that “tragic armed conflict” the National Assembly of Republika Srpska, among other things, had to provide answer as to why this “tragic armed conflict” had taken place, whereas the matter of consequences of the “tragic armed conflict” requires the clarification of genocidal objectives of the “tragic armed conflict” (“strategic goals of the Serbian people in Bosnia and Herzegovina” – establishment of a “single Serbian state”), resulting in the international armed conflict, the aggression against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and genocide against Bosniacs, serving as bases for the establishment of Republika Srpska, an entity in Bosnia and Herzegovina, which has also been confirmed by the relevant results of the up to date scientific researches and studies, the judgments delivered by the national and international courts, including the research sponsored by the Republika Srpska Government (Commission for the research of the events in and around Srebrenica from 10 to 19 July 1995 and its Working group).
The discussions about the causes and consequences of the “tragic armed conflict” lead necessarily towards the indication of findings related to the appearance of Republika Srpska, including the evidence of genocidal intent (mens rea), joint criminal enterprise and underlying acts of genocide (actus reus), while the discussions, statements, allegations, and assessments related to the civil war lead towards the justification of the way in which Republika Srpska emerged and the purpose of the fight to have it preserved, which altogether denies the elements of genocide (mens rea and actus reus) in the setting of the international armed conflict.
Unfortunately, right now, we have to remind – we are compelled to it by the human and scientific truth – the entire public that the entity Republika Srpska, or Bosnia and Herzegovina as defined in the Annex 4 to the Dayton Agreement, was not established based on the expression of democratic will or political rights of its citizens expressed at the 1992 Referendum, while respecting the freedoms and human rights, being permanent values of the contemporary democratic world. Therefore, Republika Srpska is not a natural creation, creation built on postulates of democratic ideals, respect for human rights and recognition of freedoms of the citizens and peoples, for which reasons the National Assembly, fully and unambiguously aware of the facts and perpetrated crimes against humanity and international law, particularly genocide, sends a message that it can never be questioned – its name and life, which is the principal purpose of this Declaration as a political document, including the avoidance and anybody’s or otherwise any responsibility for the aggressive war and perpetrated genocide and other crimes against humanity and international law.
We are apparently facing the crimes of continued, systematic, and consistent concealing, minimization, relativization, and denial of the aggressive war and crime of genocide, equaling the role of genocide victims and the executors of genocide, and reduction of crimes against humanity and international law down to merely war crimes and crimes committed by all “parties”, which is in contravention of the state of facts and all the available relevant and valid documents, scientific facts, empiric data, human and social findings, experience and knowledge of the surviving genocide victims and scientists – scholars.
