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July 10, 2013

A Letter by Grand Mufti Emeritus Mustafa Ceric, 

President of  the World Bosniak Congress 

to 

Judge Theodor Meron, 

President of the International Criminal Tribunal 

for the Former Yugoslavia in Den Haag  

Dear Judge Meron, 

As we are preparing here in Bosnia for tomorrow's burial of more than 400 victims of Srebrenica Genocide I remember the statement you made at Potocari Memorial Cemetery on 23 June 2004 when you said: 

"Those who drafted, on the heels of the Second World War and the Holocaust, the Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of genocide, were animated by the desire to ensure that the horror of a state-organized deliberate and massive murder of a group of people purely because of their identity will never recur in the history of humankind. The authors of the Convention hoped that by encapsulating the crime of genocide, by declaring unambiguously that it will not go unpunished, and by requiring the international community to do the utmost to prevent it, they will forestall forever attempts to annihilate any national, ethnic or religious group in the world. As the graves in this cemetery testify, the struggle to make the world free of genocide is not easy and is not one of uninterrupted victories. But I would like to think that by recognizing the crimes committed here as genocide, and by condemning them with the utmost force at our command, we have helped to make the hope of those who drafted the Genocide Convention into an expectation and perhaps even a reality. As I stand here today, I can do little better than to repeat the solemn warning sounded by the Appeals Chamber of our Tribunal that those who commit this inhumane crime will not escape justice before the courts of law and the court of history".

Dear Mr. Meron, on behalf of all the victims of the Holocaust and Genocide we would like to ask you as to whether you remember what you said at that day at Potocari? Can you tell us what have happened since that time in your heart? Why did you change your mind? Why you let those who committed or did not prevent inhumane crime escape justice before the courts?  And you know that they will not escape the court of history together with those who made them free despite their obvious crime.  

Why some war criminals are released free before their victims are buried? Isn't that clear message that the Holocaust and Genocide are paid off? What can you say today to the Bosniak girl who could not have even the name? She was killed the moment she was born. What can the Bosniaks expect of their future? Whom they can trust? 

Dear Mr. Meron,

Please, share with us this message of the US president Barak Obama which was read before 775 coffins of Bosniaks on 11 July 2010, the 15th anniversary of Srebrenica Genocide. This message we will never forget - indeed, we want you to remember it as well:  
"We recognize that there can be no lasting peace without justice, and we know that we will all be judged by the efforts we make in pursuit of justice for Srebrenica’s victims and those who mourn them. Justice must include a full accounting of the crimes that occurred, full identification and return of all those who were lost, and prosecution and punishment of those who carried out the genocide[...] 

We have a sacred duty to remember the cruelty that occurred here, and to prevent such atrocities from happening again. We have an obligation to victims and to their surviving family members. And we have a responsibility to future generations all over the globe to agree that we must refuse to be bystanders to evil; whenever and wherever it occurs, we must be prepared to stand up for human dignity".

Dear President Meron,


Hoping that you still believe what you said at Potocari Memorial Cemetery on 23 June 2004, we expect that the issue of court ruling, which is scheduled on the very day of European Remembering of Srebrenica Genocide, 11 July, on Karadžić's case of genocide against the Bosniaks will not be another shame on behalf of humanity.    


I wish you all the best with my sincere  prayer for "Never Again"!


SALAM/SHALOM
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