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Prof. Dr. SMAIL ČEKIĆ

IMPORTANT HISTORIC AND POLITICAL FACTS
ABOUT THE INDEPENDECE OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA

The Serbian intellectual, political, military, and confessional leadership has for long remained in power through the abuse of the Yugoslav name, thanks to which they, ever since 1918, have a full supremacy in this geopolitical region and over the nations that live there. In such a constellation of forces and within the antifascist coalition, the State was rebuilt by departing from the Great Serbian hegemony and adoption of the Platform of the National liberation movement, on that basis created federal constitutional order in the country. When, by the activities of the Great Serbian tendencies, in the second half of the 80’s of the 20th century, this political formula was exhausted, the Yugoslav state faced a crisis, which required responsible reconstruction of the common state based on genuine, not only declarative equality.
The crisis of Yugoslav socialist state definitely put at risk the decade long established Great Serbian hegemony. Its direct executors and beneficiaries – military officers, diplomats, police offices, party personnel and apparatus, universities, radio and, TV stations, other media, felt endangered in their positions of monopoly. They declared these inflated demands for genuine equality in division of powers and functions, mainly acquired by the 1974 Constitution, as endangering of Serb people. These Great Serbian forces assessed that the coming confusion at the international level could facilitate them to, even during the 20th century, finally accomplish their war objectives (“all Serbs in one state”).

The political events in SFRY, ever since 1986, were characteristic by open manifestation and strengthening of nationalism. This nationalism, generated in Belgrade in the Serbian intellectual, military and confessional leadership, lead to the internal crisis in the State during the 90’s of the 20th century, which undermined the foundation of socialist Yugoslavia and facilitated, based on the great state project of “Great Serbia”, the destruction of the common Yugoslav state and execution of the most severe crimes against humanity and international law, including the crime of genocide against Bosniacs in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Essentially, this was a fascistic and nationalistic program and nationalistic aggressive policy that burdens the Serbian people with mythological past.

Serbian nationalism, in line with its general concept, turned towards a Nazi concept – Great Serbia, territorial expansion – conquering living space, that is, completing “Serbian states” and the implementation of the Great Serbian genocidal ideology, policy, and practice “all Serbs in one state”. Serbian policy opted to implement its program of “state of all Serbs” by all means, weapons included. This meant directing towards fascistic actions and destruction of Yugoslavia, and the violent alteration of the Republic borders.

Following the 8th session of the Communist party od Serbia Central committee, the radical nationalistic and fascistic group of Slobodan Milošević came to power at a political scene, which used the statements about the general endangerment of Serbs and program “all Serbs in one state”. As of then, the Serbian nationalism of criminal nature became the state policy, “jointly supported by” Republic state apparatus, mass media, Serbian Academy of Science and Arts, Serbian Orthodox Church, Association of writers in Serbia, “notorious Serbian nationalists and former communists”.
With the Milošević’s nationalistic policy and practice of massive gatherings, and coup methods (“bureaucratic anti-revolution”) legally elected leaderships were dismissed in Serbia, Kosovo, Vojvodina, and Montenegro, and undesired personnel removed. With the revision of the 1974 Constitution (by the adoption of the Constitution of Serbia on 28 September 1990), the autonomy of Vojvodina and Kosovo were withdrawn, by which Serbia declared secessionism, destroyed the SFRY constitutional order (coup d’état at the federal Constitution) and even before (multiparty) elections, it started with the process of formation of Great Serbia. The collaborationist regime was created in Montenegro. The process of unification of Serbs began, especially in Bosnia and Herzegovina. In this way, the Serbian nationalism fostered its positions in Kosovo, Vojvodina, and Montenegro, and with the change of forces in the federal institutions, primarily in the SFRY presidency, JNA, Communist party of Yugoslavia Central committee, and it destroyed the federal foundations of SFRY and strengthened itself in preparation for the coming attempts aimed at restructuring of Yugoslavia, based on its own model.
Serbian hegemonic concept created Yugoslavia in 1918, survived the revolution and almost half century long rule of socialism, and finally buried Yugoslavia. Due to their inability to gain the absolute influence in the SFRY presidency and the Yugoslav Communist party Central committee, the Great Serbian orientated politicians, at the 14th Congress (20-23 January 1990) destroyed Yugoslav communist party as the integrative factor of the federation. With the termination of the autonomy in Kosovo and Vojvodina, while preserving formally their votes in the SFRY presidency, they tried to secure sufficient number of votes, which finally ended with the paralysis of the Presidency.
By the transformation of the JNA General staff to the General staff of the SFRY armed forces (1988) and exclusion of Republics and Provinces from the system of Command and Control of the armed forces (and armed combating) the change in command and control in the armed forces was carried out. With this, the Republics and Provinces were deprived of their constitutional rights to command the Territorial defense. Territorial defense was subordinated to the JNA Headquarters within their respective areas of responsibility. By staging the crisis in the SFRY presidency (March 1991), a series of covert coups started in Yugoslavia. Dr. Branko Kostić ended them on 3 October 1991 with the coup in the SFRY presidency.

*

*           *

Bosnia and Herzegovina and its authorities, in all the talks on the rearrangement or dissolution of the common Yugoslav state took the position that it had to be saved, regardless of the form (federation or confederation), accepting even to asymmetric options. Following the coup in the SFRY presidency, Bosnia and Herzegovina Parliament adopted on 14 October the Memorandum (Letter of intention) and Platform on the position of Bosnia and Herzegovina and future setup of the Yugoslav community. Due to its specificity and multinational composition, the condition of its survival in the Yugoslav community was possible only in case that Serbia and Croatia remain in it too. On condition of silent occupation and the initiated Hague conference (as of 8 October, together with the Special Envoy of the UN Secretary General S. Vance), the total of 100 days was needed for the outcome of conference and the position of the European community.
Unlike BiH, following orders of the employers in Belgrade and Zagreb, two of three coalition partners in power, without leaving their positions in the power, intensified their fifth column activities and continued with the destruction of Bosnia and Herzegovina at all levels. Serb Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina continued in 1991 with the destruction of authorities in significant part of the territories and armament of their members and other Serb extremists, while preparing to stage civil war in case of positive outcome of referendum for independence. Such illegal activities were possible with increasing the density of the occupied territory of Bosnia and Herzegovina, executed by the redeployment of the JNA units form Slovenia and Croatia, making Bosnia and Herzegovina silently occupied, although this occupation was not effective in the entire territory. Still undeclared Federal Republic of Yugoslavia believed that the other party in power with the national prefix (Croatian Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina), in line with the given task to destroy legitimate authorities in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the project of territory making (regionalization) of the “Croatian space”, would vote in the referendum against the independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina. This belief was supported also by the redefined referendum question on the independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina, made by the Croatian Democratic Community of Bosnia and Herzegovina and its fifth column type of policy and the agreement with the Serbian fifth column in Bosnia and Herzegovina in February 1992. In this context, Federal Republic of Yugoslavia continued with the accelerated relocation of the armament warehouses and material war reserves to safe areas where JNA units could easily reach primary strategic goals and corridors, aimed at making the occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina effective.
In the service of destroying federal Yugoslavia and implementation of the great state project of “Great Serbia”, the fifth column Serb Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina was used in the most direct way. A series of activities was taken aimed to destroy the legitimate constitutional order in Bosnia and Herzegovina, plan and prepare genocide against Bosniacs, already proven by ample evidence.
Available and clear evidence corroborate subjective (mental) element of genocide – intent (mens rea) to commit genocide against Bosniacs in the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. To than end, we recall the evidence on the genocidal intent by the Serbian leadership to setup single Serbian state, presented publicly by the most senior officials who directly and jointly worked on that joint criminal enterprise of genocidal nature.
David Harland “testified on many occasions that Bosnian Serb leadership expressed their readiness to acquire the declared objectives /setting up of a single Serb state/ by all means”
 and particularly that Radovan Karadžić, in his statements before genocide, had intention to exterminate Bosniacs. Namely, Radovan Karadžić, prior to the genocide against Bosniacs, had intent (mens rea) to exterminate those national, ethnic, religious groups as such.

On 12 October 1991, Karadžić in telephone call with Gojko Đogo (Belgrade writer and professor),
 openly and directly presented the intention to commit genocide against Bosniacs, national, ethnic, and religious group as such, stating that they will disappear (“they will disappear, that nation will disappear from Earth..., … the blood will be everywhere and Muslim will disappear …,. That will be the slaughter covered in blood …”). Justifying those criminal intentions against Bosniacs (“...they will disappear...”), Karadžić stated “that there are 20,000 armed Serbs around Sarajevo”, and “300-400,000 armed Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina … Plus the Army /JNA – note by S. Č./ and weapons and all that”. Sarajevo, according to Karadžić, was supposed to be “the black pot in which 300,000 Muslims would die...”.

Karadžić, in line with these criminal intentions, policy, and practice, in conversation with Momčilo Krajišnik, on 13 October 1991 repeated his intention to exterminate Bosniacs in Sarajevo and Bosnia and Herzegovina: “In two or three days, Sarajevo will disappear, and there will be five hundred thousand killed persons. In a month, Muslims will disappear in Bosnia and Herzegovina...”. In “only few days, Sarajevo will disappear and there will be 500,000 killed persons, in a month time Muslims will be destroyed in Bosnia and Herzegovina...”.

In the night between 14 and 15 October 1991, Radovan Karadžić, at the session of the SR BiH Parliament, which considered the issue of the Republic future announced “the capital sentence to Muslims”, publicly threatening that Muslims could disappear: “... This is the road on which you wish to take Bosnia and Herzegovina, the same path of hell and suffering taken by Slovenia and Croatia. Do not think that you would not take Bosnia and Herzegovina to hell, and Muslims to their disappearance, as Muslims cannot defend themselves here in case of war...”.

In contact with Miodrag Davidović, on 15 October 1991, R. Karadžić repeated his genocidal intention directed primarily against the Bosniac leadership: “First of all, none of their leaders would stay alive. They would all be killed in three to four hours. They have no chances to survive”.

Radovan Karadžić talked about siege of Sarajevo on several occasions. In September 1991, he informed by phone his leader Slobodan Milošević that “Romanija mountain was ready to surround Sarajevo, and that no one will be able to leave Sarajevo, and that this will become a disaster”.
 By this, while executing orders, instructions and other guidelines which he received from the leader of the Great Serbian movement Slobodan Milošević and the state leadership of the Republic of Serbia, Karadžić once again repeated his intention of criminal nature, what was in 1992-1995 a policy and practice of the Great Serbian aggressor and its collaborationists.

The Brussels Declaration on Yugoslavia dated 17 December 1991, based on recommendations of the Badientuer (Robert Badinteur) Arbitration Commission dated 7 December, stated the dissolution (fall) of SFRY and invited the Republics to declare on its independence by 23 December 1991, followed by the promise that they would be recognized on 15 January 1992. Bosnia and Herzegovina filed in a timely manner the Application and responded to the Questionnaire of the Arbitration Commission, and by that time the working version of the Draft Constitution of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina was already prepared.
It was on that day (15 January 1992) that a (new) Report of the Badinteur Arbitration Commission was published, in which Bosnia and Herzegovina could be constituted as a sovereign and independent state, if only one more requirement was met, which is the referendum of its citizens, as all the other requirements from the December Declaration of the European Community were met.
Based on that, Bosnia and Herzegovina Parliament, in line with the Constitution and the procedure envisaged in its Rules of Procedure adopted on 26 January 1992 the Decision to announce the referendum on the future status of the Republic. 
At the session of the Bosnia and Herzegovina Parliament, held on 25 January 1992, Radovan Karadžić announced that Serbs in Bosnia and Herzegovina were enslaved and also that “all the high rise buildings on Sarajevo were built on a Serbian territory.“ Even the Serb MPs talked at that session that the Parliament building was also built on the Serbian cemetery. Moreover, some MPs interrupted other speakers suggesting that it was “a pure masochism to maintain Josip Broz boundaries.“
Referendum was scheduled, and under the international control of European Community and some other international institutions and organizations, held on 29 February and 1 March 1992.
Under the conditions of practical occupation of the country, achieved by the increased deployment of JNA and illegally armed Serb armed formations, refusal of municipalities which completed the process of “Serb regionalization” to participate in the preparations and organization of referendum, and the attempts to redefine referendum for independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Croatian Democratic Community for Bosnia and Herzegovina (so-called Livno issue)
 and other organized forms of destruction of Bosnia and Herzegovina, an enormous pressure was exerted on voters. Of the registered 3,253,847 voters, despite the obstruction and pressure of the Serb Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina and the setting up of the illegal authorities of the “Republic of Serb Bosnia and Herzegovina” in a significant number of municipalities, 2,073,568 or 64.31 per cent of voters answered the referendum question. Positive answer to the referendum question (for the sovereign and independent Bosnia and Herzegovina, a state of citizens and nations in Bosnia and Herzegovina with equal rights – Muslims, Serbs, Croats and members of other nations who live there) was given by 2,061,932 or 63.95 per cent of potential number of voters, that is, 99.44 per cent of the number of voters who responded to the referendum (there were only 6,037 or 0.19 per cent of voters who voted against).

Following the referendum and longer consultations with the allies, on 6 April 1992, European Community recognized independence and sovereignty of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and USA did it the following day. On 22 May 1992, Bosnia and Herzegovina was accepted to the OUN membership. With this, Bosnia and Herzegovina, in line with the historic facts of the thousand years long Bosnian history, antifascist combat, democratic decisions of Antifascist council of the national defense of BiH and Antifascist council of national defense of Yugoslavia, and the prosperous socialist development, won international recognition and full sovereignty and international and legal status. Political and administrative borders of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, one of six federal Yugoslav units, became internationally recognized state borders.
Ignoring the results of the Hague conference on Yugoslavia in conditions of silent occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, the established illegal apparatus of the undeclared Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, which in the beginning had five “Serb autonomous regions”, with thirty municipalities, having Serb dominance and in which SDS took over the power, worked persistently on building the “Republic of Serb People of Bosnia and Herzegovina” and spreading its space to the increasing number of “Serb settlements” in the municipalities with the non-Serb majority, so that they could, in the talks with Tuđman about the division of Bosnia and Herzegovina, secure better position.
The leadership of the Great Serbian movement, trying to forestall the referendum ordered in the Brussels Declaration dated 17 December 1991, instructed its fifth column branches in Bosnia and Herzegovina to declare its federal unit within “the federal state of Yugoslavia” by the Serb new year. So, the so-called Assembly of Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina, at its third session held on 21 December 1991, adopted “the Decision to start establishing Republic of Serbs of Bosnia and Herzegovina”, as a “federal unit in the federal state of Yugoslavia”. They took the position that the “Republic of Serbs of Bosnia and Herzegovina” will be “established”, in line with the results of plebiscite of the Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina, no later than the Serb new year 1992. All the activities related to setting up of the Serb pseudo state were scheduled to be enforced by the authorities of the “Assemblies of the Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina”.
By the adoption of the “decision” to start with the preparations for the setting up of the “Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina”, the decision was made to start setting up the “common state of the Serb people”, that is, “Great Serbia”. Moreover, according to the assessment of the Execute board of the Serb Democratic Party BiH, dated  19 February 1992, “the place of the Republic of the Serb people in BiH was in the common state of Serb people ...”.
At its fifth session held on 9 January 1992, “Assembly of the Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina” adopted the “Declaration to declare the Republic of Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina” as the last action in preparation for the creation of the “Republic of Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina”, a federal unit of the neighboring state. By this illegal action, which came into force immediately on 9 January “in the territories of the Serb autonomous regions and other Serb ethnic areas in Bosnia and Herzegovina” they declared the “Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina”, “a federal unit within the federal state of Yugoslavia”. In this way, the collaborationist creation was established as a federal unit of the common state of Serb people, which existed as of 3 October 1991.
Based on the Declaration on the “Republic of Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina”, “Assembly of Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina”, under the leadership of the criminal Momčilo Krajišnik, at the session held on 28 February 1992, that is, in the eve of the referendum for the sovereign and independent Bosnia and Herzegovina, adopted the “Decision to pronounce the Constitution of the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina”.

With the “Declaration on the Republic of Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina” and the “Decision to pronounce the Constitution of the Serb Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina” a collaborationist state of the Great Serbian aggressor was created in Bosnia and Herzegovina as a federal unit “within the federal state of Yugoslavia”.
Anti-Bosnian and anti-Bosniac campaign and rhetoric reflected a true Great Serbian genocidal intentions and plans. Karadžić, prior to the referendum for independence, state openly that his objective was the Great Serbia. In one interview published in January 1992, to the question about the Serb strategies, answered: “No more withdrawal. We shall fight till we get the Karađorđe’s objective – unification of all Serbs and until the end of fight“. To that end, in the same month Karadžić stated: “There is no going back to the single BiH. It is for the Serb people to be organizes one whole unit, disregarding of the administrative (existing) borders“.

Radovan Karadžić created the feeling amongordinary Serbs that he was fighting not only for his nation, but also for the wellbeing of the entire West. He “convinced” the public that the Serbs “defended Europe from Islam even 600 hundred years ago... We defend Europe once again from Germany and Islamic fundamentalism“.

Around the mid February 1992, facing referendum on the independence and sovereign Bosnia and Herzegovina, and possibility of its international recognition, Radovan Karadžić openly stated that the Serb collaborationists “made excellent plans... Serbs designed a reasonable program for a full control over the territories in which they make ethnic majority”. In fact, criminal intentions of the leadership of the fifth column Serb Democratic Party of Bosnia and Herzegovina were much wider and they included the territories where Serbs were minority. Thus, the take over of the full “control” in municipalities was the priority of that leadership in February and March 1992, ordered by Karadžić.

*

*           *

In the eve of referendum for sovereign and independent Bosnia and Herzegovina, JNA under the pretext of military exercise, assumed all the strategic positions, took over all the vital facilities around towns and settlements, the full control over the main communications (crossroads and railways crossroads), thus blocking the traffic communication between tows. At the same time, JNA was fortifying artillery, machine gun nests, organized guards, prepared trenches at all strategic places around the towns, moved soldiers and majority of heavy armament from the barracks, brought new weapons, fuels, ammunition, and other assets, and carried out massive mobilization of Serb population.

The command of the 2nd JNA Military area in Sarajevo
, considering the fact that the “leadership of the Serb people and Serbs in general were ready for war”, and the “option that Bosnia and Herzegovina would soon be recognized as a state”, during the referendum for independent and sovereign state of Bosnia and Herzegovina (in the night between 29 February and 1 March 1992) organized barricades. Those activities were directly organized and coordinated by JNA (mainly high-ranking counterintelligence officers). On 1 March 1992, the siege of Sarajevo practically started, when after the closing of the referendum polls, the command of the 2nd JNA Military area, in cooperation with the Serb Democratic party of Bosnia and Herzegovina placed barricades in and around Sarajevo. Around the time of barricades in Sarajevo (29 February – 2 March), with the permission and knowledge of the command of the 2nd Military area, huge quantities of weapons, ammunition, equipment, food and other materials were removed from the Lukavica barracks, in the period between 1 and 4 March, and they were distributed to the Serb population in Tilava, Vojkovići, Ilidža, Vraca, Lukavica, and other Sarajevo settlements. The General Milutin Kukanjac, commander of the 2nd Military area, among others, participated in this distribution of weapons to Serb population in Lukavica.

After the referendum for sovereign and independent Bosnia and Herzegovina, JNA units, throughout BiH, in lien with the strictly confidential JNA documents (“MILITARY SECRET”) “secured” “important communications and facilities, and they blocked the main points entering or leaving Sarajevo… Units of the Knin, Bileća, and Podgorica Corps carried out successful combat operations.

*

*           *

Great Serbian movement and JNA were completely surprised by the Referendum results and even more by the international recognition of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina. At that time, Bosnia and Herzegovina, except for police and some reserve police officers, the command and mobilization infrastructure of the Territorial defense, did not have armed forces. Majority of citizens, as the events have proven, was even in those hard times ready for defense. The difficulties were resolved by the mobilization of the municipal units of the Territorial defense and self-organized groups of directly endangered citizens.
Following the declaration of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, in early May 1992, two neighboring countries continued their activities aimed at destruction, occupation, and the execution of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Namely, by the will of its head of state, the then victim of the Great Serbian aggression – Republic of Croatia, in line with the Croatian Great State project and agreement reached in Karađorđevo between Milošević and Tuđman (26 March 1991), and the invading war for the territories (for “living space”), already after the agreement on cessation of armed conflicts with Serbia, in the fall of 1991, joined not only in the destruction and division of the neighboring Bosnia and Herzegovina (setting up of the “Croat communities”, especially Croatian Community Herzeg-Bosnia, to support the collaborationist function, separation from the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and joining the Republic of Croatia, aimed at setting up “common Croatian state”), but also in the occupation of some parts of the country, and agreement to give Bosnian posavina region to Milošević for his (preventive) evacuation of Serbs from Western Slavonia and the agreed demarcation, accompanied by occasional combat activities at Kupres valley and around the Neretva river valley.
*

*           *

The biggest military operations during the aggression against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina were carried out mainly in spring and summer of 1992, then around the mid 1993 and in July 1995. At that time JNA/Yugoslav Army and the Croatian Army, and their collaborationist forces, occupied the biggest part of the eastern and northern Bosnia, eastern and western Herzegovina, major part of Bosnian krajina and parts of central Bosnia. The heavy defensive combats were fought for Bosanski Brod, Zvornik, Brčko, Gradačac, Jajce, Maglaj, Sarajevo, Tuzla, Goražde, Mostar, and other towns. By the mid summer 1992, Great Serbian aggressor occupied almost two third of the Republic, established and fortified the so-called Posavina corridor. Meanwhile, the Croatian Army in the “southern front” fortified the established Croat authorities, while leaving Bosnian posavina to Serb aggressor.

In all the occupied and places under siege, especially in the territory of eastern and northern Bosnia, and Bosnian krajina, genocide was committed against Bosniacs, including in the area of the UN safe area, Srebrenica in July 1995.
Bosnia and Herzegovina was not ready for defense. Reduced and disarmed Territorial defense of Bosnia and Herzegovina; the Republic authorities were mainly destroyed; JNA “transformed” itself from antifascist and multiethnic to Great Serbian Army; methods, mechanisms, and procedures for planning and preparation of the crime were completed; principle agreement on destruction of Bosnia and Herzegovina was reached in Karađorđevo (Pact Milošević – Tuđman, 26 March 1991); borders of Great Serbia and Great Croatia were set; fifth column of the neighboring countries were organized and armed (Great Serbian and Great Croatian) in Bosnia and Herzegovina; the command in the occupied territories were united in the hands of the heads of states of the neighboring countries – occupation forces; initial positions for the aggression and other criminal activities, including genocide against Bosniacs, were assumed.

The mobilized reserve police officers and self-organized groups of patriots offered the initial resistance, thus allowing, based on the referendum for the sovereign and independent BiH and international recognition, Platform for the operation of the Presidency at times of war, being the broadest framework for gathering patriotic forces under the leadership of the Headquarters of the Territorial Staff of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, significant however almost unarmed forces to gather in one place. In summer 1992, these forces grew into the Army of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, which continued growing, yet staying insufficiently armed. From the early companies, battalions, detachments, and groups, Army of the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina was transformed into the brigades and corps, linked to certain territories. In addition to the central free territory, there were several separated free enclaves. It was difficult to get any weapons, it was mainly obtained by taking it from the aggressors and their collaborationists.

During the defensive war 1992-1995, the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina managed to defend itself from the Great Serbian and Great Croatian aggression, which also involved, as allies or collaborationists, numerous individuals of all the three nations, in order to justify the aggression and crimes, just as the fascist regimes usually do.

The defensive war was pursued mainly by own forces and means in almost impossible conditions. The country was first disarmed, then occupied, and finally the effective occupational apparatus was built in one third of its territory. At the beginning JNA was in charge of the military security. Just like in the National liberation war, 1941-1945, the beginning was difficult: available, confiscated, hand made weapons and ammunition, some even bought expensively was outnumbered by the number of volunteers, so that even several individuals used one and the same rifle.

With the extensive efforts, the relations in the country and the world changed. Although limited to less than 30% of the total territory, free territories, not always connected, were somehow consolidated.

In summer 1995, the defensive war was at the gate to a complete success, just because it was defensive, it did not strive for somebody else’s territories, but only to defend its own territories, and the sovereign and internationally recognized state. Approaching this final success with troublesome and difficult, the last atoms of power of the peoples and its Army were exhausted. The final success was stopped by the Dayton Peace Agreement, which legalized the aggressive war against the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina and genocide against Bosniacs, and imposed solutions, which were not in line with the international democratic standards.
European Community, UN, and international community, although acknowledging the results of referendum for sovereign and independent Bosnia and Herzegovina, they did not protect the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina - its member and a victim of armed aggression and genocide. Instead, Security Council, unfortunately, serving the interests of great powers, failed to protect Bosnia, and it deprived Bosnia from its natural right to defend itself from aggression and genocide. Genocide victims (Bosniacs) due to their national ,ethnic, and religious background were deprived of their right to self-defense by the arms embargo (25 September 1991). Imposed to (SFR) Yugoslavia, not the Republic of Bosnia and Herzegovina, arms embargo was illegitimate and without any legal effect, as it deprived a sovereign state, UN member, of tis natural right to self-defense. Yet, Bosnia and Herzegovina survived thanks to the brave resistance of its antifascist defenders, pursued on the basis of the acquired sovereignty and independence in 1992.
The independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina (1992) is only a logical step and result of what the entire history of Bosnia and Herzegovina has already suggested, for which Antifascist council of national liberation of BiH set import political and constitutional foundations. The legacy of National liberation movement and antifascist war in the WWII were relevant foundation for the defensive war in 1992-1995 against fascism, and for preservation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.
� Paper was mainly prepared based on results of scientific research by the author. See details in his two-volume study AGGRESSION AGAINST REPUBLIC OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA – planning, preparation, execution, Institute for the research of crimes against humanity and international law of the Sarajevo University – Kult B, Sarajevo 2004


� ICTY, TRIAL CHAMBER, PROSECUTOR V SLOBODAN MILOŠEVIĆ, DECISION ON MOTION FOR A JUDGMENT OF ACQUITTAL, 16 June 2004, Para 240 – GENOCIDE IN BOSNIA PROVEN TO MILOŠEVIĆ; ICTY Decision on motion for judgment of acquittal dated 16 June 2004, Institute for research of crimes against humanity and international law, Sarajevo 2007, p. 143.


� Gojko Đogo supported Karadžić’s genocidal intent against Bosniacs and encouraged him in this intention (“… Well, I think … they should be taken down”), with “blood all over”. Namely, in telephone conversation he supported the genocidal intention against Bosniacs, and the policy of “ethnic cleansing” in the Republic of Croatia. To that end, he supported the idea of coming to, possessing, and fortifying western border of the planned (drawn) Great Serbia (“… You know what I mean? Let me tell you, I think we have to be there as soon as possible, they are more or less there, if this, as soon as they destroy this, they are near Osjek, they are at the Drava river, they are at Kupa river, let them stop near Karlovac, and that is more or less the planned path, now we need to fortify it”). Đogo openly presented genocidal intent against Croatians in the Republic of Croatia, stating “… north of the Dubrava river, they should all be killed, killed”. That policy and practice were supported by Radovan Karadžić (“Dani”, 19 March 2010, pp. 38-45).


� ICTY, case IT-02-54-T, Para. 53, 61, 200, note 400; ICTY, PROSECUTOR V RADOVAN KARADŽIĆ, TRIAL CHAMBER, Opening statement of the Prosecutor, 28 October 2009; S. Čekić, AGGRESSION AGASINT REPUBLIC OF BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA – planning, preparation, and execution, Institute for research of crimes against humanity - Kult B, Sarajevo 2004, vol. 1, pp. 496-497. On that occasion Karadžić also stated: “Number of Serbs will be reduced, and Croats will be the only ones to profit, as they will preserve their municipalities” (Ibid).


� Ibid, Para. 688. Genocidal intentions against Bosniacs were repeated by Radovan Karadžić in conversation with Momčilo Mandić (“Dani”, 14 February 2003, p. 43).
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� ICTY, Case no. IT-02-54-T, Para. 689, note 1388; S. Čekić, ibid, vol. 1, p. 494; S. Čekić, CRIMES AT MARKALE MARKET, ONE OF THE SADDEST DAYS IN THE HISTORY OF SARAJEVO, Korak, No. br.14/2009, p. 62.


� S. Čekić, ibid, p. 494.


� At the meeting of the Central board of the Croatian Democratic Community for Bosnia and Herzegovina, held on 9 February 1992 they concluded “almost unanimously” that “redefined referendum question is a prerequisite for members and supports of HDZ to come to the polls”. Livno issue in relation to the BiH Parliament Decision on referendum differed only in two important matters. The category of citizens was deleted from the Parliament question, and nations were promoted to constituents in their “national territories (Cantons)”. It meant the radical withdrawal from the Opinion (Report) of the Badinteur Commission and the recommendation of the European Community in reference to the referendum in Bosnia and Herzegovina.


    This HDZ proposal on the referendum question created confusion among the Bosnian Croats (Visoko, …).


� The most influential part of the Croatian intelligence and the leadership of the Catholic Church in Bosnia and Herzegovina supported referendum and they voted for the sovereign and independent Bosnia and Herzegovina. Archdiocese in Bosnia and Herzegovina, acknowledging that the division of Bosnia and Herzegovina would endanger its survival there, recommended to congregation to vote for the independence, and thus ensured the fulfillment of European Community requirements for the independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Significant role there played Stipe Mesić, who in the eve of referendum – 27 February 1992, stated to journalists that the Bosnian Croats should vote for the independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina.


   For Tuđman, Croats in the referendum for the independence of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and its recognition by the Republic of Croatia meant only the coerced necessity: “… in the example of Bosnia and Herzegovina, we also managed to escape the trap and be regarded as aggressors, you know, had we /Croatians/ not gone for referendum, had we not voted for independent Bosnia, we would have been declared, we would have had the same position as Serbia”.


� Moreover, this illegal authority, on the same day, adopted some other laws related to the establishment of all important bodies of the collaborationist Republika Srpska: Law on government, Law on state administration, Law on national defense, Law on the internal affair, Law on public information, Law on national bank, Law on money flow service and financial control, Law on public revenues and public expenditures, and Decision to setup “Radio-television of Serb people in Bosnia and Herzegovina”. Later on, other legislation was adopted too, and the “state” administrative apparatus appointed.


� 2nd Military area was set up (10 January 1992) to secure command and control over the units, institutions, and JNA commands in Bosnia and Herzegovina and the occupied territories of the Republic of Croatia, aimed at effective occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and keeping under occupation one third of the Republic of Croatia. Its setting up proved the attempt of the Great Serbian movement to create ethnically cleansed Serb state, reaching the western borders of Great Serbia (operation plan RAM).


� Available sources reliably confirm that JNA, based on directives and guidelines of the highest SFRY leadership, state and political leadership of Serbia, and Slobodan Milošević personally, with direct support of the Serb Democratic Party, set up and militarily organized numerous Serb armed units in Bosnia and Herzegovina. They trained them and assigned them commanding personnel, equipment and other JNA materials, linked them with the commands of the JNA units and institutions within their respective areas of responsibility, ensured mobilization in the areas where Serbs were majority, etc. all those units were under the command of JNA, that is, the Army of Yugoslavia.
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