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Press release of the Institute for Research of Genocide, Canada regarding the opening of Vijecnica

VICTORY DAY OVER CULTURECIDE 

DO NOT FORGET, REMEMBER, WARN
No Aggression and Genocide Can Defeat the Strength of the People’s Spirit 

The collected history and knowledge that is saved and recorded in the writings of a people is an essential component in the identity of a nation. Rulers around the world, even today, do not realize the power contained in the thoughts and the spirit of people – regardless how it is expressed: either written, spoken its many dialects or in the collections of items. 

The human spirit cannot be erased. No one has developed or invented a weapon that is more powerful than the human spirit. It always triumphs. Among the first targets of attack (during the aggression and genocide in Bosnia and Herzegovina) was Vijecnica in Sarajevo, in which there were millions of books and manuscripts. Radovan Karadzic, who links to consider himself more a poet than a war criminal, issued an order to shell the Vijecnica building with phosphorus bombs, which particularly enhance the lighting of a fire. 

So Vijecnica has become synonymous culturecide in Bosnia and Herzegovina. Vijecnica is the guardian of cultural- historical heritage of Bosnia and Herzegovina, but for some is an eyesore when it comes to continuity of statehood and statehood of Bosnia and Herzegovina. Her treasures are written documents millennial history of the state in the troubled Balkans. At the beginning of aggression and genocide in Bosnia, Vijecnica was held with a fund of about three million different documents. In just one night the fire destroyed about 90 percent of the library fund that library has collected, cataloged stored and given to the use to the people for nearly half a century.

Vijecnica is a symbol of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and human civilization. Vijecnica synthesizes the history of Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina , man and civilization. Restoration of Vijecnica and its new opening on the Day of Victory over Fascism, on the Day of Europe, on the Day of " Golden Lily " and the Day of memory of murdered children in the besieged Sarajevo is the message and lesson to all aggressors on Bosnia and Herzegovina and all creators and perpetrators of genocide against its citizens that the idea of Bosnia and Bosnian spirit still managed to defeat evil and fascism. Those who burned Vijecnica, those who stormed the state of Bosnia and Herzegovina, those who were killing children in these assaults, actually burned and destroyed the idea of Bosnia and Bosnian Spirit, and thus burned and destroyed the history, culture, tradition, and human civilization. Because of these barbaric, anti-civilizational, anti-human crimes of aggression and genocide destroyers of Bosnia and Herzegovina will forever remain in the junkyard of history.

Restoration of Vijecnica as a triumph of the builder is clear evidence that good works are permanent and indestructible heritage, but also the message to destroyers of cities and arsonists of books and libraries that evil and hatred will never overcome.
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Bosnian’s know much about evil and hatred and their story will be passed on to future generations. Restoration of Vijecnica is truly a feast of culture, history, traditions and memories for all the people of the country of Bosnia and Herzegovina, and for all people of the world, to all civilization.

The Institute for Research of Genocide Canada thanks all the generations that were carefully guarded and collected testimony about the country of Bosnia and Herzegovina, its existence, history, culture and tradition, asking them to preserve this priceless treasure.

Professor Emir Ramic

The Institute for Research of Genocide, Canada

[image: image1.jpg]