International Society for Human Rights

(Internationale Gesellschaft für Menschenrechte)

ISHR (IGFM) – Wittlich 36 years of humanitarian service in support of HUMAN RIGHTS. The International Society for Human Rights is a humanitarian, non-governmental human rights organization that supports individuals working toward the nonviolent realization of basic human rights and giving aid to political prisoners as well as victims of political, religious, or ethical persecution. Humanitarian aid creates trust and is therefore a critical component of our operation. The Wittlich chapter of ISHR is primarily committed to humanitarian aid: between 1980 and 1990, it sent relief packages and 18-wheelers full of humanitarian aid to the GDR (former East Germany), to Romania, to Solidarnosc (“Solidarity” trade union) in Poland, and to persecuted Christians and members of the Charter 77 group in former Czechoslovakia. The founder of ISHR-Wittlich and team spokesperson, Katrin Bornmueller, has also been Chairperson of the German chapter of ISHR since April 2005 now she is Honorary Chairman of the German Section.
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350th Transport to Lithuania on Dec 2012 (Katrin Bornmueller and team IGFM-Wittlich)

Our goals: 

1. Romania: Cancer and Diabetes Self-Help Association in Medias, founded by Ms. Maja Caspari. Although Romania is a member of the EU, its economic situation is abysmal. The old “insider networks” are still in operation. Medicine is not available, and many people have barely any food, let alone clothing. 2. Lithuania and Latvia: These countries also belong to the EU, and their economic situations are just as abysmal. They offer no social benefits: if you’re poor, you’re out of luck. Wages and pensions are not sufficient to live off of for most citizens. ISHR chapter leader Jurgita Samoskiene oversees the helpers. Aid is sent to: the Caritas Vilnius shelter; the Don Bosko Church; the Vilnius University Hospital Santariskes Clinic; and the Catholic Church in Panemunis, with teacher Jurgita Samoskiene. 3. Latvia: aid is sent to the ISHR chapter led by former political prisoner Peteris Lazda; the children’s ward at the hospital in Tukums, with Dr. Irina Nulle; and the Osis family is helping in Mazlauki. 4. Croatia: now an EU country, also has an unemployment rate exceeding 20% as well as a disastrous economic situation. And the war there is not over yet: there are still 1000 km² of minefields in the country. Aid is sent to Ms. Jadranka Cigelj, who was raped and tortured in the Omarska death camp in Serbia in 1992, and is now the Chairperson of the Croatian chapter of ISHR as well as of the refugee organization “8+” in Vincovci, along with Marija and Antun Trbuk, which gives aid to over 400 families with 5-11 children each. 5. Albania: primarily victims of Communism, the poor, the elderly, the orphans, the homeless, and the blind. The national ISHR chapter cares for approximately 5000 people in Vaudejes, which is in the Shkoder district of northern Albania, including a homeless shelter and nursing home. The poverty is unbelievable! There is so much work to be done there.  The old Communist “insider networks” still run things; everything is corrupt and the people are completely impoverished. 6. The Association Prijedor 92” of former victims of Serbian concentration camps in Prijedor Bosnia-Hercegovina.7. 3 transports were loaded for camps of refugees of Christians and Yezidis in Curistan/Turkey, Irak and Syria.They are persecuted and killed by IS. All helpers are volunteers and do not get paid. The transports cost money... “No 18-wheelers, no aid.” The cost since May 2011 has been around €2000 per transport.  Every cent counts!!! The transports are exempt from paying tolls (Maut/Toll Collect).Every cent helps! ISHR Bank Account Number: 6000 51 54 SPK EMH; Bank Routing Number (BLZ): 587 512 30. (Please be sure to use this exact address for proper processing of the donation statements!)  In 2010, three containers full of medical supplies were shipped to Pointe-Noire in the Republic of the Congo, Brazzaville in Africa. Humanitarian aid supplies are accepted: every Wednesday from 2:00-6:00 p.m. at the storage warehouse at Metzen (address: Rommelsbachstr. 13, Wittlich), main entrance, take a right into the 2nd courtyard to the loading ramp, left down the stairs into the cellar.
Any usable item is accepted! Please drop off items only during the given hours, otherwise they may be stolen. For information regarding the regular warehouse flea market, contact: Katrin Bornmueller (06571 28307), Marlen Rodenbüsch (06571 4270), Johanna Werner (06571 4047), Rita & Leo Schäfer (06575 4490),  Rosi Keller (06532 4247), Oswald Schlimpen (06532 4147), Carmen Jondral-Schuler (06532 953848).>SibylleFrömsdorf065719561819
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300th Transport to Lithuania arrived on May 2010 410 transports are loaded, already 4 for refugees in camps of Yezidis and Christians in Syria, Iraq and Turkey. We load 20 transports per year. We expose human rights violations and gather signatures for persecuted individuals, persecuted Christians, and detainees in Iran, Pakistan (here we support a christian project for poor children named “Voice” founded by Aneeqa Akthar, lawyer for Human Rights in Lahore and Christian, for more [www.igfm.de], China, Syria, Vietnam, Africa, South America, Russia, etc.  Information about ISHR’s work is available at the warehouse. There you can also obtain a copy of the book Belief – Love – 18-Wheelers, Katrin Bornmueller: Three Decades Committed to Human Rights [Glaube – Liebe – Sattelschlepper, Katrin Bornmüller: Drei Jahrzehnte im Einsatz für die Menschenrechte] by Petra Geisbüsch. On the homepage of the ISHR website [www.igfm.de], you can click on the menu item “Publications” [Publikationen], then the submenu item “Films” [Filme], and there you will find the documentary film “333” about our work.  Or you can look it up on YouTube (search “igfm 333”).  Do a Google search for [www.betterplace.org] to find out about our projects: for example“ klick “english”, “which project do you want to support? Our 14. is: ” Support for refugees in the Middle East –winter increases the misery” Our 15. project is for the persecuted Christians and minotities in Pakistan. Visit the Trier-based website Trierisches Volksfreund to read “My Help Counts” [“Meine Hilfe zaehlt”]. And you can watch the OK Hermann interview of Katrin Bornmueller on YouTube. You can also find us on Facebook by searching “Arbeitsgruppe IGFM Wittlich.” Our e-mail address is: igfm-wittlich@gmx.de (Katrin Bornmueller) jondralschuler@t-online.de johannawerner@gmx.de leoschaefer@web.de  
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Aneeqa Akthar, lawyer for Human Rights in 



Katrin Bornmueller (right) 1984 in Ottawa,Canada,

Lahore/Pakistan, with children from her christian


CSCE Conference for security and collaboration

Project “Voice”






in Europe, protesting with Jutta Gallus, known as









“The woman from Checkpoint Charlie” (Berlin)
Wittlich, JULY 2015






Translated by Ellen Chappell - cbchappell@aol.com

November 11, 2013

